Pantheism in relation to Morality.         399
ism, in fact, teaches that no true system of ethics or politics can be based on a pantheistic foundation ; that neither individuals nor societies can derive a healthy moral life from a pantheistic source.
Von Hartmann, in a celebrated but superficial book on the Religion of the Future, has asserted that theism is inconsistent with morality, since there can be no moral worth in the obedience of the will to any law which is not of its own making; and that pantheism is the true basis of morality, since it alone enables us to conceive of the will as its own law. Such statements show great want both of insight and reflection. If the will did give itself a law, its obedience to that law would be morally worthless. It cannot be reasonably imagined to be morally bound to obey a law which it has itself created, or, indeed, to be morally bound at all, unless under a law which is not of its own making. The will is not its own law, and cannot even be conceived of as its own law. To identify the will and its law is to confound entirely distinct things. For the will to rule the will, it would need at once -to command and to obey, to be bond and free, dependent and independent. To be its own rule were for it the same as to be without rule. Besides, nothing can be more obvious than that pantheism does not allow us to conceive of the will as determining itself, as giving itself a law, or being a law